
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Civil Air Patrol - Florida Wing  
                                   Aerospace Education Newsletter 

                              October 2020

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 
Oct. 30th – 2020 AE Activity Report due from 
squadrons and flights to Group AEO. 
Forwarded by Group AEO to Wing AEO by 
Nov. 30th.  Information may be found in CAPP 
50-1 pages 59-65. CAPP 50-1 AE Officer 
Handbook 
 
Dec. 31st – AFA/CAP Grants winter 
application deadline for squadrons. 
More info: AFA/CAP Grants 
 
 
 

Yeager Award Challenge  
Senior Members!  
 
Part of your squadron’s AE Activity Report 
includes the Yeager Award. Your challenge 
will be to achieve the highest % in items #16-
18 of the AE report for your squadron and 
group by the Oct. 30th AE Activity Report 
deadline.  
 
Units with the highest percentages will be 
recognized at the 2021 FLWG Conference.  

16. The primary squadron AEO earned the 
Yeager Award.  
 
17. Additional senior members completed 
the Yeager Award since the last report cycle. 
 
18. Percentage of total senior members who 
have earned the Yeager award. 
 
 

AEX: Aerospace Education Excellence Award 
Program: 

AEX registration is required each year 
starting October 1st and completed by 
September 30th.  

Applications for AEX are completed 
online in e-services. Go to Aerospace 
Education>AEX>Apply for AEX.  
 
More information can be found at:  
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/pr
ograms/aerospace-
education/programs/aerospace-
education-excellence-aex 
 

       
       

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/P0501_Aerospace_Education_Officer_H_15FABFAE3F4CC.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/P0501_Aerospace_Education_Officer_H_15FABFAE3F4CC.pdf
http://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/afaunitgrants%20and%20afa@capnhq.gov%20for%20more%20information.
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/aerospace-education-excellence-aex
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/aerospace-education-excellence-aex
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/aerospace-education-excellence-aex
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/aerospace-education-excellence-aex
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/aerospace-education-excellence-aex


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AEOs! What have you been up to? 
 
Group and squadron AEOs are invited to share what 
you have been doing in Aerospace Education. Please 
send articles and photos (if available) for 
consideration to be added to the FLWG AE 
Newsletter.  
 
Also, let us know what you would like to do in AE at 
the Florida Wing level. 
 
Please send articles and requests to:  
Lt. Col. Hinck at bhinck@flwg.gov   

Wing and Group AEO Contact Information 
 
Florida Wing Director of Aerospace Education:  
Lt. Col. Bonnie Hinck email: bhinck@flwg.gov 
FLWG Asst. Director: Lt. Col. Gary Dahlke  
email: gdahlke@flwg.gov 
 
Group 1: Lt. Col. Eric Duron email: eduron@flwg.gov 
Group 2: Capt. Brian Collins email: bcollins@flwg.us 
Group 3: Capt. Yvonne Nelson email: ynelson@flwg.us 
Group 5: Lt. Col. Thomas Trammell  
email: ttrammell@flwg.us 
Group 6: Capt. Cesar Hernandez  
email: chernandez@flwg.us 
Group 7: Maj. Kevin Simon email: ksimon@flwg.us 
 
 
 

Can we PLEASE Get a Rocket Launched? 
By Gary Dahlke 
Assistant Director of Aerospace Education, FL Wing 

 
The Florida Spaceport has experienced a bit of bad luck recently in the area of rocket launching. Three rockets in 
particular (a Delta IV Heavy and two Falcon Nines) have come within seconds of launching only to be “scrubbed”.  A 
launch “abort” is the most hair raising, where in which the rocket engines begin their start-up, only to be cut off just a 
couple seconds before lift-off.  That’s what happened to the Delta IV Heavy on August 29.  One of the three engines had 
already begun its start-up sequence when the abort occurred, and the other two engines were then deliberately 
prevented from starting.  The shut-down was accomplished safely and no damage to the rocket or the payload occurred.  
Jump ahead to September 30 when the next launch attempt of the same rocket would get within seven seconds of lift-
off, only to be aborted again due to an out-of-tolerance condition of undisclosed nature.  This particular rocket has now 
suffered through five launch attempts which have been foiled for various reasons (including bad weather). 
SpaceX had not fared much better.  They have two rockets—one on Pad 39A at Kennedy Space Center, the other on Pad 
40 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station—which have each made multiple abortive launch attempts in the past weeks.  
The Falcon 9 on Pad 40 also came within 2 seconds of launch only to be aborted.  SpaceX has reported that Chief 
Executive Officer, Elon Musk will be heading to the spaceport to personally look into the matter. 

All of these events serve to show that rocket science is not always (make that rarely) easy.  Much more often than not, 
however, the engineers and technicians manage to regroup, solve the problems, and end up having a successful launch.  
We can be confident that the same approach will be employed to get these missions back on track and launches will 
resume in the very near future. 

The Spaceflight Now website is an excellent way to keep apprised of launches from both Kennedy Space Center and 
Cape Canaveral AFS. 

Gary Dahlke’s most recent KSC assignment was Subject Matter Expert, Airframe & Propulsion, Rocket University, Kennedy 
Space Center. He will be returning to perform some elements of that function as soon as the COVID restrictions are lifted 
at KSC.  For CAP, he’s the Director of the Space Command Familiarization Course NCSA; the Rocketry Programs 
Coordinator at NHQ; and the Assistant Aerospace Education Officer for Florida Wing.  
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  
CIVIL AIR PATROL  
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY  
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, ALABAMA 36112-6332  
 
6 October 2020  
 
MEMORANDUM FOR CAP UNIT COMMANDERS  
AEROSPACE EDUCATION OFFICERS (AEOs)  
 
SUBJECT: Squadron Aerospace Education Plan of Action Requirement  
 
1. CAP recently eliminated the requirement for the Squadron Aerospace Education Plan of Action (POA). The 
working group on Reducing the Squadron Commanders’ Burden recommended this action, and Maj Gen Smith 
concurred.  
 
2. Squadron AEOs are no longer required to complete an AE POA; however, AEOs will still be required to 
complete the end-of-year AE Activity Report, a necessary step to earning the Squadron AE Achievement 
Award. Therefore, AEOs should review that report at the beginning of a new fiscal year to plan how they will 
conduct AE throughout the year.  
 
3. CAPR 50-1, CAP Aerospace Education Mission, is currently being revised to accommodate the necessary 
changes and will be available soon. The Wing AE POA, the AE Activity Report, and the Squadron AE 
Achievement Award are all being revised and updated as well to be in line with the regulation. As always, 
coordination between region, wing and squadron AEOs will be crucial to their success and accomplishment of 
the AE mission.  
 
4. CAPP 50-1, Aerospace Education Officer Handbook, is also being updated and will provide specific guidance 
and suggestions related to these changes to help AEOs at all levels accomplish their AE responsibilities and 
mission. CAPP 50-1 will also be available soon.  
 
5. This letter serves as an interim notice until the regulation coordination is completed and made available.  
 
JEFFREY D. MONTGOMERY, Ed.D.  
Director, Aerospace Education  
cc:  
CAP/CC/CV/XO/CCC/COO/AE/CP/DP/GC/IG/IT  
CAP-USAF/CC/CV/AE/CP 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT…..Paperwork Reduction 


